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guest editorial 


The Foursquare Family 


Appropriately in this issue we focus our atten- 
tion on the ministry of our Headquarters’ person- 
nel. Those who serve, often unseen, motivated 
by the Holy Spirit, carrying their load faithfully 
in behalf of the organization for Christ's sake. 
God has enriched us with loyal and dedicated 
individuals who untiringly give of themselves to 
perform the very important and necessary func- 
tions that permit our organization to serve the 
Lord around the world. I remember my Mother 
once saying in the pulpit of Angelus Temple that 
the young lady who had prepared her breakfast 
was Very vital to her ministry because her loving 
actions provided her with strength that she in 
turn could preach the Word of God. So it is at 
Headquarters. There are those in leadership 
roles who carry a tremendously heavy burden 
and standing beside them are those in support 
ministries who help them carry out their duties to 
successful conclusions. 

We stand at the beginning of a new year. We 
give thought to the future of our organization as 
Jesus Christ our Lord tarries. My faith is made 
strong concerning the future of the organization 
as I behold the many men and women rising up 
within our ranks who possess great leadership 
abilities. Truly God is already preparing us for 
ministries that lie ahead. I must not forget the 
important role carried out by each minister, 
assistant minister, staff member, as well as 
members of various congregations, for each of 
you, in your place as God has set you, are a vital 
keystone in our combined efforts in the Master's 
harvest. 

We have often heard the expression, ‘“The 
Foursquare Family.” This remark we have heard 
from strangers outside our ranks and, of course, 
this statement we make frequently ourselves. 
Surely we are a family whose entire membership 
is dedicated to the cause of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior, Baptizer with the Holy Spirit, our Healer 
and soon coming King. As the signs of His return 
multiply, may all of us redouble our efforts to 
garner every soul to His eternal kingdom. 

By Dr. Rolf K. McPherson 
President 
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youth outlook 


By Reverends Ed and Ivy Stanton 
National Directors of Youth Ministries 


One of the greatest challenges I face as a 


youth leader puts me in a very delicate posi- 
tion. How can I meet youth where they live if IT 
don't know where that is? If I never leave my 
“holy citadel” to enter their world, I will soon” 
lose touch with where they are. Recently, I 

faced an opportunity which caused an inner 
struggle. I was offered two free tickets and a 
backstage pass for a Van Halen concert. Who 

is ‘Van Halen”? A group on the cutting-edge 
of the rock and roll scene whose city-wide 
concerts sell out within hours. With four 

platinum albums to their credit, these men 
thrive on high-energy, hard-rock. I decided to 
attend. Brad Davis, Youth Director at Valley 
Christian Center Foursquare Church in 
Fresno, Ca., and I joined the 11,000 others at 
the Sports Arena for this event. “Did you 
enjoy the concert?” No. “Were you impressed 
by what happened?” No. “Then why did you 

go?” To observe. “What did you see?” . 

Enough to make our hearts break for youth 
all over again. By far, the majority looked no 
different than the very ones who attend your 
churches (in fact, some of them do). They 
were just everyday teenagers hungry for sub- 
stance. Did they find it? 

We interviewed a number of young people 
before the concert. “Why did you come?” 
“Huh?” “Why did you come?” “Because Van 
Halen really ‘rocks-out.’ You know, they re- 
ally get it on. When they're on stage they 
really get into it. They enjoy what they do.” 

We carefully watched these 11,000 people 
during the concert. What did we observe? 
Worship — youth raising their hands in 
adoration to the group. People stood on their 
chairs for the duration of the concert, while 
there was nonstop screaming and chanting 
with fingers pointing upward in a perversion 
of the “one-way” sign. We saw fans con- 
stantly applauding and approving every 
twisted suggestive proclamation from the 
stage. But few were smiling. The lead singer 
preached a brief three-fold message: 1) rock 
and roll, 2) drugs, and 3) sex. We witnessed a 
distorted worship Cont. on page 13. 
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Douw’t Worshi 


am married to a church leader. 

He is a brilliant, dedicated child of God, 

A servant, a messenger, a voice for the Master, 

A relay station from God to you, 

Telling you the things that God would like you to 
hear. 

I pray that you will listen to the words of the man 

_ who speaks to you. 

Take heed, remember, then allow the Holy Spirit 

_ to make them as real to you as they are to him. 

T further pray that you will worship the God that is 
speaking to you — through him. 


I live with a church leader. He is my husband and I 

— love him. 

You, the people, love him and you, the people, 

~ know him. 

You recognize the vital, dynamic, well-dressed, 
‘smiling, busy, hardworking man — 

Always ready to take your hand and be your friend. 

‘The man who takes time to talk when you hurt or 
when you are lonely — or even when you just 
“need to talk and have someone listen. 

He really cares about you. He hurts because you 
hurt. 

He's concerned and he is interested in the things 
that are of concern to you. 

He’s desirous that you know Christ in a more 
intimate, personal way. 

He loves you and you love him and that's the way it 
should be with a man sent from God to the 

~ people. 

But Please Don’t Worship Him. 

He is not God; he is not perfect; he is just a man. 

He is my husband and I love him. 

Td like to tell you more about your leader 

The man who is a man. 


First the wife of the man who speaks to you. 
Learn to know her — a little. 
The sophisticated, well-groomed, well-dressed, 
_ every hair in place lady, 
The one who never appears in public with arun in 
her hose or her slip showing. 
She’ s got it all together, that lady — or does she? 
The answer is — no, she doesn't. 
Things are not always as they appear to be. 
Tn actual fact on this day — the day of this writing 
— my hair is a mess; last night's makeup is 
- smeared all over my face. 
“My coffee is cold and I’m in my faded three-year- 
-— old hand-me-down robe. 
I'm beat; I've got the blahs. 
T hurt; I really hurt. 
In actuality I’m feeling sorry for myself. 
The washing machine is on the blink 
The house is a disaster. 


Editorial Note: This poem was discovered in an 
“old issue of “Christian Life” magazine while Dr. 

Vincent Bird was in Nigeria. Sometime later he 

met the author, who wishes to remain anonymous, 
‘but has granted permission for the ADVANCE to 
share it with you. 


An Anonymous Open Lette 


> Youn Leadon 


This very morning my husband fussed and fumed 


at me and then stalked out the door. 
He didn’t even say good-bye! 


You see, our home is like your home. 

My husband is like your husband. 

He’s busy; he’s pushed and pulled and he really 
doesn’t have the time to find out what is causing 
me to hurt and why on this particular morning 
God seems to be a million light years away and 
the Bible is just another book. 

That isn’t bad — it’s just human. 

Tonight when he comes home he'll be tired, 

Too tired to talk about his day and too spent to talk 
about mine. 

I'll leave him alone and give him a chance to 
recoup from the pressures of his day. 

He’ll read the paper, watch television. (1 hope 
there will be a football game.) 

He'll eat dinner. (I'll fix a favorite.) 

Then he'll leave for an evening appointment, only 
to return hours later — worn out, exhausted, 
ready to fall into bed, 

Praying for the sleep he so badly needs. 

And — our days go on, 

Some delightfully different, some interesting and 
fulfilling. 


But some like the ones I've just described to you, 


None of it’s bad — it's just natural and normal in 
an every day household. 


Please don’t worship your leader, 

These men who are chosen of God, 

These men whose faces you know, 

Whose names you recognize, 

The men from whose lips fall the truths and the 
ideals that you live your life by. 

Don’t worship them. 

They are men, human beings, men of clay, 

People who have been set apart by God to minister 
to and to teach His children. 

Listen to them, follow them, love them, pray for 
them. 

But please don’t worship them. 

The worship and the praise belongs to God. 

Worship Him. 

The all-loving, all-knowing, all-powerful God 

Who was, Who is, and forever and ever shall be. 


The next time you see us 

We will have smiles on our faces, 

Our clothes pressed — every hair will be in place. 

We'll look like we just stepped out of Vogue and 
don’t have a care in the world. 

Don't you believe it. 

Things are not always as they appear. 

Weare just like you are even when we put our best 
foot forward. 

So please don’t worship your leader. 

He’s my husband. He is just a man. 

Please, Please, Pray for him (and me). 

— Anonymous 


Foursend ADVANCE 3 


He may be 
orilllant and 
dedicated, says 
his wite—but 
he’s still only 

a man. 


Introducing twenty-one people who have 
faithfully served you through Foursquare 
Headquarters’ ministry for five to fourteen years: 


5 Years 

Penelope Ames, Loan Fund 
Secretary and Payment Clerk, 
Home Missions Department. 

Denise Brown, Operator, Radio 
Station. 

Vaneda Garber, 
Angelus Temple. 

Beulah Kunkle, Switchboard 
Operator, Executive Depart- 
ment. 

Charles’ Perry, Director, 
Stewardship and Estate 
Planning. 

Melvin Young, Production 
Manager, Radio Station. 


Secretary, 


6 Years 

Alfred Hunter, Director of Per- 
sonnel, Radio Station. 

Dr. and Mrs. M.E. Nicholls, 
General Supervisors and Vice 
President, Home Missions 
Department. 


pT 


The dedicated people on the following four pages, 
who have served at Foursquare Headquarters for over 
five years, have committed themselves to YOU - the 
the Foursquare Gospel. 


Front row, left to right: Denise Brown, Vinita 
Nicholls, Betty Hope, Marcene Trujillo, Vaneda 
Garber, Vicki Collins, Mary Lou Canata. Back: 
Jose Crespo, Dr. M.E. Nicholls, Jerry Martin, Al 

Hunter, Thel Bringas, Alan Bowles, and Charles 
Perry. Not pictured: Penelope Ames, John 


Andrew, Beulah Kunkle, Loren Noyes, Don 
Ranson, Audra Sowersby, and Mel Young. 


7 Years 

Thel Bringas, Assistant Man- 
ager, Radio Station. 

Vicki Collins, Administrative 
Assistant, Foursquare Pub- 
lications. 

Jerry Martin, Executive Secre- 
tary and Loan Fund Manager, 
Home Missions Department. 

Audra Sowersby, Secretary to 
the Director, Department of 
Youth and Christian Educa- 
tion. 


8 Years 

Jose Crespo, Maintenance, 
Angelus Temple. 

Marcene Trujillo, Secretary and 
Composer Operator, Depart- 
ment of Youth and Christian 
Education. 


9 Years 

Betty Hope, Radio Secretary, 
Auditing Department. 

Donald Ranson, Announcer, 
Radio Station. 


11 Years 
Alan Bowles, Station Manager, 
Radio Station. 


12 Years 

John Andrew, Manager of Dis- 
tribution Center, Foursquare 
Publications. 


14 Years 

Mary Lou Canata, Minister of 
Communications, Angelus 
Temple. 

Loren Noyes, Gardner. 


Front row, left to right: Carol 
Ledbetter, Leandra Hernandez, Betty 
Bowers, Virginia Cravens. 

Back: Dr. Charles Duarte, John 
Bowers, Ellen Martin, and John 
Kunkle. 


Several others, who have been involved 
in Foursquare Headquarters’ ministry for 
fifteen to nineteen years, believe they 


have been strengthened and blessed through 


their years of service. 
These include: 


John and Betty Bowers, Director 
of Department of Youth and 
Christian Education and 
Foursquare Publications 

' Gohn); Accounts Payable, 
Early Childhood Ministries 
‘Consultant, and Special As- 
sistant to the Director (Betty), 
Department of Youth and 
Christian Education, 15 
years. 


In our fifteen years of ministry 
here at headquarters, we have ex- 
perienced a fulfillment in the joy 
of understanding commitment and 
dedication. The Lord has allowed 
us to be active in local church 
ministry right along with our head- 
quarters’ service. The bonus is our 
feeling of a ‘servant’ role to all of 
our great District Supervisors, pas- 
tors, and the flock they shepherd. 
This is a sense of awe and ap- 
preciation that we feel every day, 
and the Department of Youth and 
Christian Education and Four- 
square Publications has no other 
purpose for existence, than to 
serve. Our understanding of a call- 
ing, commitment, dedication and 
serving has provided fifteen years 
of God's blessing on us and our 
family.” 


&. 

Virginia Cravens, Accounting 
- Supervisor, Auditing 
- Department, 18 years. 


“God so definitely called me to 
this ministry that it was almost as 
‘though I heard an audible voice. 
That call has been renewed over 
and over again throughout these 18 
years. Working at headquarters is 
the joy of being in the center of 
God's will.” 


Charles Duarte, Executive 
Secretary, Executive Depart- 
ment, 15 years. 


“As a teenager I made a decision, 
prompted by the Holy Spirit, to give 
my life fully to the Lord in Christian 
ministry. As to the field of service, I 
realized that only the Holy Spirit 
could lead me day by day through 
His open door of opportunity. After 
24 years of pastoral ministry, God 
clearly and definitely led me to His 
ministry to our organization head- 
quarters. Due to my reluctance in 
assuming the role, God graciously 
and patiently showed me the im- 
portance of ‘support ministry.’ That 
is, carrying out the tasks that free 
others to be pastors, missionaries 
and evangelists. So thorough was 
His guidance in this personal de- 
cision that I have never questioned 
His will for my life or my commit- 
ment to the task He has given me to 
do.” 


Leandra Hernandez, Legal 
Secretary, Executive Depart- 
ment, 16 years. 


“I thank God for being a part of 
His great family and for the 
privilege of serving Him here at 
headquarters. It has been a great 
challenge and inspiration working 
with faithful men and women for 
the cause of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. It is a great joy to 
know and hear of what God is 
doing by His Spirit throughout the 
Foursquare churches, not only here 
at home but also on the mission 
field, because His people have the 
mind to work together for His glory. 
These have been years of joy in 
serving the Lord and working and 
praying together with His people, 
always aware of His abiding pres- 
ence and guidance day by day. 
(Colossians 3:23-24)” 


ite 


John Kunkle, Building En- 
gineer, Maintenance Depart- 
ment, 16 years. 


Carol Ledbetter, Director of 
Commissary, Angelus Tem- 
ple, 16 years. 


“I thoroughly enjoy the ministry 
and work at the Angelus Temple 
Commissary, as there is no other 
place to compare it with. It is a thrill 
to see a poor, downtrodden per- 
son’s face light up when they re- 
ceive Jesus into their heart. It is a 
joy to pray for many who are in 
much pain and to see miracles of 
healing. It is satisfying when we 
can give a bag of groceries and see 
tears in the eyes of those who have 
not had food for several days. I 
praise the Lord that He has proven 
He is always present to take care of 
every need.” 


Ellen Martin, Office Coordina- 
tor, Home Missions Depart- 
ment, 16 years. 


“After graduating from LIFE 
Bible College in the 1939 Reaper 
Class, I was asked by the Dean of 
the College if I would like to work in 
the Bible College office as school 
secretary. Feeling that this, along 
with my call to LIFE, was the lead- 
ing of the Lord, I accepted his offer. 
While working there I met my hus- 
band, Jerry, and we married in 
1945. In 1947, the first of our three 
sons was born and I devoted my 
time to the raising of our children, 
working part-time on occasion in 
the Home Missions Department. In 
1970 I came to work in the Home 
Missions Department full-time. I 
felt a deep need to be with Chris- 
tian people, serving the Lord in any 
way I could. Jerry came to work at 
headquarters in 1974 and we really 
enjoy working together. We know 
that we are where God wants us to 
be at this time.” 
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McPherson 


Dr. and Mrs. Rolf K. 
50 Years 
President 

“Three thoughts fill our hearts as 
we contemplate on the privilege we 
have had through the years and 
continue to enjoy today. First, 
working with our mother, Aimee 
Semple McPherson, one of the 
wayld’s greatest evangelists and 
the founder of the Foursquare Gos- 
pel movement, is a priceless ex- 
perience never to be forgotten. 
Knowing how thrilled she would be 
to witness the spreading around 
the world the work she started is a 
constant source of satisfaction. 

“Second, it has been our joy 
through the years to minister side 
by side with a great host of dedi- 
cated workers that God has raised 
up to not only carry on, but mili- 
tantly go forward multiplying the 
number of churches and mission 
fields several times over. Last year 
alone we counted nearly 300,000 
people that accepted Christ as their 
Savior through the preaching of the 
Foursquare message. 

“Third, it is great to be alive 
today when God is doing it all over 
again in increased power and 
anointing. There is a spirit of re- 
vival and acceptance of the Full 
Gospel sweeping not only the 
Foursquare movement, but old and 
new denominations as well. Surely 
these are the “last days” Jesus 
spoke of when he declared the 
Gospel would go to the ends of the 
earth. This is of double importance 
to us. One, we area part of this great 
Sweeping move of God in reaching 
the lost. Two, it means Jesus is 
coming soon and our hearts thrill 
with expectancy as together we all 
work and watch for His appearing.” 


Rebecca Bolding 
41 Years 
Credential Secretary 
Home Missions Department 
“I count it a God-given privilege 
to have been granted the opportun- 
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Serving you at the Headquarters of the Internati eee 
Gospel frauen 20 years is a group of people who have literally devoted their lives to the 
service of the Lord. Through their faithful service they have discovered joy, fulfillment, | 


ity to share these wonderful years 
at headquarters with others whose 
lives have been dedicated to the 
cause of Christ, serving in their 
own place in their own way. I feel 
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that mine has been a ministry of 
helps, uniting in prayer and con- 
cern for those occasions when a 
burden or need was made known, 
and rejoicing upon hearing of vic- 
tories won.” 


Olive Cooksey 

41 Years 

Manager of Ye Foursquare Book 
Shoppe 


“I have counted it a joy and a 
privilege to have had a ministry for 
the Lord in the Foursquare Book 
Shoppe. It has been a most reward- 
ing experience for me with heaven's 
richest blessings.” 


Leita Mae Steward 
38 Years 
Assistant Corporate Secretary 
Executive Department 

“When I was first asked to con- 
sider a position at headquarters, I 
had determined that I would say 
‘no,’ feeling I was most incapable 
and would be inexperienced in 
handling the work. However, 
through sudden illness God spoke 
to me and said He was in that re- 


- 


onal Church of the Foursquare 


. 
quest. I arose from that sick bed to 
tell them I would be so happy to— 
work in the House of the Lord. God | 
later confirmed my call in II 
Chronicles 28:20-21. Knowing God 
supernaturally put me here and : 
that itis His work, not mine, makes 
me to know it is an important posi- 
tion. It has been sheer joy and ful- | 
fillment to work with wonderful | 
people and the greatest of all em- 
ployers, Dr. McPherson, as well as 
to know that I have been in the very 
center of His will. 


Howard P. 


Dr. and Mrs. 

Courtney 
37 Years 
Pastors, Angelus Temple 

“In a lifetime of service to the 
Lord nothing compares to the satis- 
faction of walking in the will of God 
and actively serving His cause with 
thousands of people around the 
world. One of our special joys over 
the decades has been the privilege 
of serving in the mainstream and 
flow of a young, but rapidly grow- 
ing, expanding, influential 
denomination. To be at the begin- 


| 
: 
{ 
nings of so many areas of the 
church and see the fruition of 
prayer, dedication and efforts is a 
source of inspiration and uplift of 

heart that cannot be put into words. 

We only thank the Lord for this 

blessed privilege.” 


\ Gea 
Kathy Donaldson 
24 Years 
Bookkeeper 
Auditing Department 

“My reward is that I know I have 
always been in the work where God 


has placed me. I can truthfully say 
that I have never dreaded my job. In 
Ecclesiastes 9:10, we read, “What- 
soever thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with thy might. .. .” I believe that 
means to do it as unto the Lord; my 
job has always been a joy to me. 
Even though I have just recently re- 
tired from my ministry at headquar- 


retires from the Lord’s work. I trust 


service for me.” 


Gloria Garrison 
23 Years 
Properties Secretary 

Home Missions Department 


“IT have enjoyed working with Dr. 
McPherson, Dr. and Mrs. Courtney, 
and Dr. and Mrs. Nicholls, as well 
as all the ministers and missionar- 
ies. I welcome the opportunities to 
work with the pastors and super- 
‘visors, assisting them in getting the 
papers and plans together for the 
different projects, in addition to 
Seeing the churches grow and ex- 
pand. It is wonderful to have a part 
in the Lord’s work and to be able to 
see and hear the wonderful tes- 
timonies and answers to prayer.” 


Lester and Hope Vollmer 
23 Years 

Executive Secretary (Lester) 
Secretary (Hope) 

Department of Missions In- 
~ ternational 


“We have learned that worth- 
while things in life are difficult. We 
have seen ministers serving at 
home and abroad garbed in the 
simple truth as they have helped 
this world along the path of righ- 
teousness because they believed in 
an ever-present, ever-able, ever-vic- 


ters, I believe that a Christian never 


that God will open new doors of 


* torious and real God. We have en- 


joyed the opportunity these many 
years of serving such a wonderful 
Lord. Even though our experiences 
are not vast enough to meet your 
particular needs, we can point you 
to the source of unending, enduring 
strength and hope. It is Jesus 
Christ. Itis His experience to which 
you need to relate.” 


Dr. and Mrs. Leland Edwards 

20 Years 

Director of Foursquare Mis- 
sions International 


June Kronquist 

20 Years 

Secretary 

Executive Department 


“The doctor grimly said, ‘Take 
her upstairs, she must be placed in 
a body cast for one year.’ He was 
talking about me, when I was 7 
years old. However, my parents had 
a deep faith in God and the next day 
found us on the old ridge route driv- 
ing toward Angelus Temple. At the 
conclusion of the service, Sister 
McPherson prayed for me and then 
bent down and gave mea hug. As I 
walked across the platform the de- 
cided limp was no longer visible. 
God had healed me. Some years la- 
ter, as a teenager, I was filled with 
the Holy. Ghost in one of Sister 
McPherson’s meetings. Little did I 
dream at that time that almost 21 
years of my life would be spent 
working here at headquarters, 
many of them in Dr. McPherson's 
office. God has been so good and it 
has been a joy to witness the growth 
and blessing within the organiza- 
tion through the years.” 


Christian trends 
at a Glance... 


... The greatest need of the 1980s is to 
develop mature Christians, observes 
Dr. John R.W. Stott, internationally re- 
spected evangelical statesman and 
Bible expositor. ‘I’m deeply con- 
cerned with superficiality in the evan- 
gelical church,” said Stott. ‘Wherever 
| travel | find shallow Christians. That 
is true in the West and in the Third 
World.”” (World Evangelical Fellow- 
ship) 


... While forty million adults go to 
church each week in the U.S. and 
most Americans claim religious belief, 
few can name the four Gospels or 
more than few of the Ten Command- 
ments. ‘“Too many Christians,’’ says 
George Gallup, Jr., ‘belong to a cate- 
gory of ‘not-quite-Christians’ who be- 
lieve, but without strong convictions; 
who want the rewards of faith without 
the obligations; who say they are 
Christians ... but tend to keep the 
news to themselves. Many are ‘spiri- 
tual illiterates’ who can articulate their 
beliefs only in the most vague fashion. 
And while most homes have at least a 
Bible, many Americans have not 
learned how to bring the Bible into 
their lives.’’ (Moody Monthly) 


. Africa, outside the Muslim- 
dominated northern tier, is experienc- 
ing a phenomenal increase in the 
number of Christians, according to the 
Center for World Evangelization in 
Nairobi. Statistics recently released 
show that at the beginning of 1980 the 
number of African Christians reached 
203 million, and was growing at the 
rate of four percent annually. 


... Ronald Reagan has formed a Fam- 
ily Policy Advisory Board and has 
named to it representatives of groups 
opposed to abortion and the Equal 
Rights Amendment. The board plans 
to critique results of the White House 
Conference on Families held early in 
1980, and promote traditional Ameri- 
can family values. Mr. Reagan said the 
advisory board would lay the 
groundwork for a ‘‘major Reagan 
administration effort’ to promote a na- 
tional rededication to traditional fam- 
ily life values. (EP News Service) 


_.. “The real secret of an unsatisfied 
life lies too often in an unsurrendered 
will.” — J. Hudson Taylor 
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“What is God doing now? ... 
healing our families ... maturing 
leadership ... changing lives. 
Things seem ready for revival.” 


Humberto Paz 
District Supervisor 
Monterrey, Mexico 


more years, men would continue to fight 
= in World War Il. Meanwhile, half way 
around the world, Frank Moncivaiz was 
arriving in Monterrey, Mexico: bringing the 
gospel to the poor who would ‘‘receive the 
Word with gladness.” Thirty-three years 
later, when Frank retired, nearly 100 
congregations had begun throughout rural 
areas in several states. Today, Humberto 
(‘‘Beto’’) Paz, leads this work. 


He recalls, ‘‘Although | spoke no English, | 
felt God had told me to go study at LIFE 
Bible College. Within six months | could 
understand most of ee 
what was said. Teri 
and | married and 
began to pastor in 
Denver. One day in 
prayer, God told me 
that we would soon 
be offered a change 
in ministry: which | 
was to accept. 
When | opened the mail that day, we had 
been asked to go to Mexico. 


“Going to your own country to work is not 
an easy task. | felt resistance and rejection 
from many. But God helped us, and most of 
those feelings are now gone. 


“My days are filled with office work, 
counseling and travel. My family? We take 
time together after lunch each day. We try 
to work on the girls homework with them 
first. (Hilary is six and Bethany is four. 
Nineteen month old Michelle isn’t too 
worried about it yet!) We play and have a 
family time together. Then, | leave to teach 
my classes at the Bible College at night. 


“What’s God doing now? A number of 
things. He seems to be dealing with several 
of us about our family life. The other day, 
some of the pastors | work with shared the 
heartbreak of having their children walk 
away from the Lord. We tend to get so busy 
and concerned about ‘our ministry’—often 
to the neglect of our wives and kids. We 
are asking God for healing in this area. 


i n Europe, bombs were falling. For two 


God is healing 
camps. A new 


Many young people are coming to know 
Jesus as saviour during family camps and 
the Lord is healing many broken homes. 


church which is also beir 
strengthened through th 
ministry to pastors at 
the yearly Pastors 

Conference. 


“It also seems that God is helping many to 
mature in leadership. Increase of faith and 
a heart to reach the cities: our souls are 
catching fire with this vision. 


“The musical ‘Come Together’ is now in 

| Spanish. Its message has caused a real 

} change in lives. We presented it at our 
convention, and now are Carrying it to 
many other places. 


“And so, we find our hands full of things to 
do. The future? Things seem ready for 
revival. Yet problems with politics, 
socialism and communist influence are 
very real. Please pray with us about these 

“Sa, things, for revival—and for an entrance into 
~ the major cities.’’ 


Prayer Focus 


e Unity throughout the Body of Christ 

e Political stability with religious 
freedom 

e Church leadership sensitive to new 
workings of the Holy Spirit 

e Finances for reaching the cities 

Let’s pray for ‘‘Beto”’ and Teri. Link 

ourselves to them: stand in the gap for 

Mexico, and believe that the work will 

be done as we join... 


Isidoro Vega 
recently dedicate 
~~ one of the three 
missions God ha 
enabled him to 
establish. New 
growth is being 
. experienced as § 
God blesses these™ 
new pioneer 
churches. 


By Reverend Dick Ross 
Pastor 
Hillsboro, Oregon 


family focus 


OVving 


opared F (inst 


A decade of developmental thought is now cap- 
tured in a plethora of books that line large seg- 
ments of Christian bookstore shelves. So prolific 
are the variations of viewpoint that no one should 
find it impossible to discover a teaching on the 
subject of husband and wife relationships that 
would not be to their liking. The tragic first 
jumped to a conclusion that the chauvinistic 
“husband equals dictator, wife equals doormat.” 
Currently, the culturally popular emphasis on the 
non-distinctive roles, “equality” posture is receiv- 
ing increased acceptance. However, there is one 
view without the development I believe it de- 
serves. It might be labeled the “unity relation- 


- ship.” Equality requires two, one being equal to 


the second. This falls short of the biblical design 
“and the two shall be one” relationship which 
graced the husband and wife at creation. That 
unity relationship suffered a crippling stroke 
through the fall that shall be totally healed only 
when Jesus “delivers up the Kingdom of God and 
the Father.” The believing couple has been given a 
“positional unity” just as the Church has been 
given a positional unity relationship with Jesus. 
The perfecting and performance of that unity 
relationship between Christ and His Church was 
the theme of the final prayer of Jesus John 17). 
Since the teaching on husband and wife relation- 
ships in Ephesians 5 utilizes Christ and His 
Church as the pattern for the husband and wife 
relationship, it is clear that they must also effect a 
“performance” of the “position” of unity given 
them. The “perfecting” of living in a unity 
relationship is neither simple nor short-termed. 
For the Husband 

Headship is ascribed to and love is required of 
the husband in Ephesians 5:23 & 25. The more 
complete the man’s understanding of “loving 
headship,” the greater his potential for contribut- 
ing to the unity relationship. The Ephesians 5 
Passage declares that the husband is the head of 
the wife and Christ is the head of the Church. I 
Corinthians 11:3 adds the fact that God the Father 
exercises headship on behalf of Christ. The head- 
ship love of God the Father for the Son is de- 
scribed in John 5:20 (NASB): “For the Father loves 
the Son, and shows Him all things that He Him- 
self is doing ...” We may conclude that HEAD- 
SHIP LOVEIS EXPRESSED IN MEETING NEEDS. 
A second element required in loving heads hip is 
portrayed by Jesus in His role as head of the 
Church when “He gave Himself up” assignment 
was accompanied by a not easily reconcilable 
third element for loving heads hip, that of author- 
ity. God “granted Him authority over all men that 
He might give eternal life (John 17:2 NIV). God 
requires that a husband balance a wise use of his 
God given authority with a giving of himself to 
meet his wife’s needs in every dimension of life. 
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Dear brother in Jesus, as husbands we must tap 
into God through an aggressive spiritual relation- 
ship that releases the resources of God to meet 
every facet of our wife’s (family’s) needs; spiri- 
tually, emotionally, intellectually, socially, mate- 
rially and physically. We must see to it that she 
has the kind of security that only comes in having : 
a husband who is the spiritual leader and can 
effectively petition God on her behalf. Also, we 
must see that her every gift and talent finds its 
fullest creative expression even ifit means a “cost” 
to us in time, convenience, and money. | 
For the Wife 
We must also consider the wife’s contribution 


toward practicing the unity relationship “posi- | 


tionally” given to them in Christ Jesus. Again we 
look at Ephesians 5:23, 24 where we see that 
Christ is the head of the Church; as the Church 
submits to Christ so also the wife submits to her 
head, her husband, in everything. A biblical 
principle required in effecting the practice of a 
unity relationship is submission to headship. 
Since God the Father is headship for Christ we 
should find submission in its purest example in 
the relationship of Jesus to His Heavenly Father. 
John 5:30 provides insights for “non-demeaning” 
submission, as we see portrayed the pattern of 
perfect submission which Jesus Himself prac- 
ticed. It is characteristic of the submission of the 
Church of Christ and thus is to characterize the 
wife’s submission to her husband. Here Jesus 
says, “I can do nothing on My own initiative... .I 
do not seek my own will,” and He continues, “I 
have come... not todo My will but to do the will of 
Him who sent me” (John 6:38 NIV). ‘‘I always do 
what pleases Him’’ (John 8:29 NIV). Dear wife read- 
ing these lines please note, though difficult for 
Jesus to say, “nevertheless not my will but Thine,” 
it was not demeaning for Jesus to say so. Far from 
demeaning, and, to the contrary, it was through 
this posture that the Father gave Him “all things” 
(John 17:10). Far from making hima “non-entity,” 
the perfect submission exemplified by Jesus re- 
leased Him to be the most powerful, the most 
productive, the most unique individual who ever 
lived. The Church, submitting to Christ as her 
head, moves into a unity relationship, and is re- 
leased to even greater works than the Savior Gohn 
14:12). The plan of Christ for His Church — that 
through a unity relationship the world may be- 
lieve that God has sent Christ into the world — is 
fulfilled. The wife who overcomes the chortling 
cries of “demeaning” and “non-entity,” and who 
practices the biblical pattern of submission to her 
husband, as unto the Lord, becomes the comple- 
ment or completion to her husband thus making 
her contribution toward the release of God’s great 
plan for them. The release of God’s plan through a 
husband and wife practicing a unity relationship 
will be 100 percent greater. 

The prayer of Jesus on behalf of the Church 


seems to be appropriate for the husband and wife, 


as well: “That all of them may be one, Father, just 
as You are in Me andIamin You... that they may 
be one as We are one... May they be brought to 
complete unity to let the world know that You sent 
Me and have loved them even as You have loved 
Me” (John 17:21-23 NIV). 


Phe Freedom To Live In Health 
Understanding Divine Healing 


it ast month we shared some thoughts on 

e power and significance of the cross as we 
pcused on the fact of Jesus Christ as Savior. 
Jow the focal point moves to the second of 

e four cardinal doctrines of the Foursquare 
rospel. A truth, that is no less relevant to our 

aily, earthly life, is the belief in Jesus Christ 

Divine Healer. 

Not long ago! was listening to the news on 
ny car radio; and after all the depressing 
ews of world conditions, the commentator 
aid, “and now for the good news.” With a 
irm biblically based belief in a living Christ 
vho heals, we can say to a hurting world with 
ll its sickness, pain and infirmity, “Hey 

orld, I've got some good news.” For just as 
he cross speaks good news to a world 
lrowning in sin; the truth of healing speaks 
j00d news to a world in suffering. 

With infinite wisdom, Hebrews 13:8 was 
prescribed as the scripture motto to be dis- 
Dlayed in the Foursquare Church. But too 
often, “Jesus Christ, the same, yesterday, and 
oday, and forever” becomes merely a state- 
ment of denominational creed rather than a 
Hynamic, life changing, physically affecting 
power. Perhaps that is because we tend to 
back away from what we don’t understand. 

e become fearful of the appearance of per- 
sonal failure if people are not healed. Some- 

ow we need to rise above the “egg on the 
ace” syndrome and lock in on what we do 
now and understand, and that is that Jesus 
s still the same today and thus He is the 
ivine Healer. Rather than worry over that 
vhich goes beyond the ability of the human 
nind to comprehend, we need to determine 
surselves to focus on what we know, and that 
s, Jesus is in the healing business. 
~{ think another side of this issue is in the 
area of divine health, as God not only wants 
o heal you, He wants to keep you well. We 
eed to lift our thinking above the mentality 
hat says, “God made me sick” or, “God 
aused my accident.” That's not the good 
mews that Hebrews 13:8 would have us see. 
Instead it is the bad news with which Satan 
has robbed us of the serendipities of God’s 
grace. If we ever come to the place where we 
ully believe in a God who loves us so much 
that He doesn’t want us to suffer, than we 
could believe for healing when sick, and also 
believe in the power of God to keep us well 
when we are whole. God's children should 
walk in health. Sickness was not a part of the 
creation, but a result of the fall. Jesus came to 


bring restoration from the fall, and anything 
short of that complete restoring cannot be 
viewed as God's will. We must be careful not 
to imply that if a person is sick, that he or she 
is out of the will of God. But that sickness 
itself is out of God’s will for the life. God 
doesn’t want us sick. But to live in health we 
must dare to proclaim it, confess it, step into 
it, and actively live it. 

Now upon what foundation do we dare to 
base such faith? That’s the good news. Our 
foundation is Jesus, and with realization of 
who He is, and what He did, such faith is 
born. Let me illustrate it this way: We liveina 
box. Imagine with me a large box labeled 
“time-space.” We're born and live in that box. 
It’s all we know. It is filled with fears and 
anxieties, illnesses, suffering and death. 
There’s no way out of the box. I hurt, I suffer, I 
become sick, and I die. Somehow I feel there 
must be more to life, but I can’t climb out. I 
can’t get beyond the four walls of my little 
box. But I have some good news, Jesus came. 
He came in the form of man into our “time- 
space” box, and He came to lead us out. He 
became flesh so that now He can totally iden- 
tify with my hurts, my aches, and my pains. 
He can now be touched with the feelings of 
my infirmities. He can be reached. As He dies 
on the cross, He not only breaks my box by 
the offer of eternal life, but He also secures 
my healing. If we could but see, that in His 
suffering, His death and His resurrection, He 
literally blasted away the walls of the box. 
I'm free! Free to live eternally, and free to live 
in health. Jesus not only died for me, but He 
also displayed His power in that He rose 
from the dead. See that. He not only came 
with the good news, He displayed the truth of 
His power to do something about it. He has 
the power to meet every need in my life. 

Some might feel this is a “pie in the sky,” 
unrealistic concept of Christianity. No, our 
feet are on the ground. It is simply an aware- 
ness that we serve a Christ who can handle 
those hopeless moments of life. He can 
handle those times when sickness and pain 
rack the body. It is also a deep active faith in 
His ability and desire to keep us in divine 
health. 

Jesus is saying to us all, “Come to me. Let 
me blast away the walls of your box. Just as I 
can save and give eternal life through sal- 
vation, I can heal your sickness and give you 
divine health. I'll handle it, if you'll let me.” 
That's the good news! 
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The second in a 
series of four 
Viewpoint articles 
by Reverend Lorer 
Callan, Pastor of 
the Arlington 
(Riverside), 
California 
Foursquare Churcl 
on the basic 
concepts of faith 
on. which 
Foursquaredom wi 
founded. 


viewpoint 


people 


Rarely empty-handed, Nurse Mary 
Martinez says, ‘‘l love people, like to have 
fun. And | always take Jesus with me.”’ 


Mary’s life serves as 
an example of the 
love of Christ to the 
many hearts she 
touches each day. 


A Ithough considered short in stature, Mary 


Martinez, who stands at 4’8”, has a very large 
- heart filled with compassion. Approaching 
sixty years of age in March, Mary's voice con- 
_ tinues to portray exuberance and vitality. 


After all, how many have had the privilege of 
riding an elephant, going up in an air bal- 
loon, and riding a motorcycle and snow- 
mobile after the age of 55? 

In spite of her extremely busy life-style, 
Mary always has time for the people around 


| her as she so capably ministers the love of 


Jesus to those she cares for in the Longmont 
United Hospital, where she is a nurse. Can’t 
you hear her, even now, singing her favorite 
song, “Every Day With Jesus Is Sweeter Than 
The Day Before?” 

Having been raised with her three sisters 
by Grandpa and Grandma Garcia during the 
depression years, Mary knew early in life 
what it meant to work hard. The family made 
its living by working in beet, corn, and wheat 
fields. Mary remembers even stealing coal 
from the railroad cars to keep themselves 
warm. Neither Mary or her sisters had the 
opportunity to finish school as they were so 
desperately needed to help support the fam- 
ily. Mary's education did not extend past the 
eighth grade. Her grandparents died in 1930 
and 1938 and the girls (9-15 years old) were 
left alone to shift for themselves. 


inowever in 1934 when Mary was 13 years 
old, God intervened and Mary came to know 
the Lord Jesus Christ as her personal Savior. 
Saved in a little adobe church in Milliken, 
Colorado under the ministry of Reverend Car- 
rie McCormick, Mary can still vividly recall her 
experience: “I remember one afternoon when 
Sister McCormick preached on the ‘Seven 
Seals’ and heaven and hell. I went home with 
such a fear of hell that I ran upstairs to the 
attic where I slept. I cried myself to sleep. 
That night the Lord gave me a vision. Some- 
thing woke me up and I went to the small 
window facing west. As I looked out I saw the 
town of Johnstown on fire. The flames 
reached the sky. I was scared, my heart was 
pounding hard, and I recalled the scriptures 
Sister McCormick had Shared: ‘Come unto 
me, all ye that... are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest’ (Matt. 11:28) and \.. take up 
his (your) cross, and follow me’ (Mark 8:34). 
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Suddenly, I saw Jesus in the middle of the 
sky, just above the fire in Johnstown, in a 
purple robe and white gown with His arms 
reaching or extended out towards my win- 
dow. I knew right then that He loved me and 
wanted me. I knelt by my bed and accepted 
Him. I slept the rest of the night in peace with 
no more fear.” 

Not long after her conversion, Mary de- 
veloped a great desire to witness for the Lord. 
Soon she was taking correspondence 
courses from L.I.F.E. Bible College in the 
evenings while continuing to work all day. 
After three years, Mary graduated in 1940 
and went out into the ministry. In 1941 she 
was married and now has two daughters, 
Rosalie and Deborah, who have given her 
four lovely grandchildren. Both of the girls’ 
families are serving the Lord in the Berthoud, 
Colorado Foursquare Spanish Church. 

In 1947, Mary was ordained as a minister 
of the Foursquare Gospel. Over the years 
Mary assisted in many churches throughout 
Colorado ministering to people of all ages. 
She has worked with youth for 20 years and 
started the first Cadet group in our Spanish 
churches in Colorado in 1949, having re- 
mained active with the Cadet department for 
the last 30 years. In addition, in 1947 she 
assisted in starting the first Foursquare 
Spanish Conference in Colorado. In 1962 
this was united with the Spanish Foursquare 
churches in Texas. Mary received her 25 year 
service pin in 1973. 


Today, Mary’s ministry is centered in the 
health field, where God has certainly blessed 
her willingness to serve. Mary had always 
dreamed of becoming a nurse and in 1962 her 
dream began to take shape when she ob- 
tained a nurse’s aid job at the Longmont Un- 
ited Hospital. Shortly after, she decided to try 
to become an LPN, but in order to be accepted 
into the nursing school she had to have a 
high school diploma. However, God was not 
finished yet, as He provided a way for Mary to 
pass the high school equivalence test and 
finally the nursing school entrance exam. In 
1964 she started school with the Lord help- 
ing her through the whole way. Graduating in 
1965, Mary became the first Mexican-Ameri- 
can LPN at the Longmont Hospital, where 
she continues to serve today. However, 
accomplishing her Continued on page 15. 


oursquare people are constantly exer- 
ised about the gifts of the Holy Spirit — and 
ightly so! 1 Corinthians 12:28 (LB) tells us 
of ministries which our Lord has placed in 
is Church: “... Apostles, prophets — those 
vho preach God’s Word, teachers, those who 
10 miracles, those who have the gift of heal- 
ng; those who can help others, those who 
an get others to work together, those who 
peak in languages they have never learned.” 
“But covet earnestly the best gifts...” (vs. 
31 KJ). We recognize, hopefully, the value of 
ese supernatural ministries and urge our 
deople to seek their benefits for the body of 
hrist. Having said all of this, the Apostle 
as then inspired to continue (vs. 31 NKJ): 
‘And yet I show you a more excellent way.” 
offatt translates this phrase: “And yet I go 
on to show you a still higher path.” I would 
allenge you to seek this ‘HIGHER PATH.” 
Failure to find this “higher path” destroys 
e effectiveness of all these great gifted 
ninistries. The first three verses of 1 Corin- 
ians 13 warn of this. Specifically, the gift of 
ongues, of prophecy, the word of wisdom, 
he word of knowledge and the gift of faith are 
mentioned, plus the ministry of helps that 
would prompt one to “bestow all my goods to 
eed the poor, and ... give my body to be 
burned” (vs. 3) — the ultimate sacrifice. 
These ministries are all rendered ineffective, 
even though genuine, if those exercising 
hem fail to find this “higher path.” 


Take the gift of tongues, which enables 
yne to “speak with the tongues of men and of 
angels” (1 Cor. 13:1). That means speaking 
n the languages of earth which are native to 
various regions, but of which the person 
sxercising the “gift” has not studied (as in 
Acts 5:11). It also means that Spirit-filled 
elievers speak in the “heavenly languages” 
tongues of angels). However real and 
ronderful this gift, if I have not love, “J am 
pecome as sounding brass, or a tinkling 
-ymbal” (vs. 1). Goodspeed translates this, 


Jontinued from page 2. experience. Whenever 
here is worship, there will be a service and 
hen there is a service to the satanic there 
vill be bondage. 

What did we do? We prayed fervently in the 
Spirit, met with the lead singer with whom 
we had opportunity to share Jesus’ love 
oriefly, and again felt the desperation of 
deople hungrily seeking “something.” 

Just two nights before, when the group 


] OVE goes on forever 


“a noisy gong or a clanking cymbal.” These 
things get on people’s nerves and become 
deeply disturbing. Perhaps you have known 
cases where people have been given to hot 
tempers, sharp tongues, and other UN- 
LOVING behavior, then, in the assembly at- 
tempt to exercise the gift of tongues. The ef- 
fect of such behavior renders the whole thing 
a “noisy gong and clanking cymbal.” 


The same is true of the other great minis- 
tries mentioned. One might preach God's 
Word (prophecy) like a “house afire,” or exer- 
cise the gift of the word of wisdom to the 
extent that he “understands all mysteries,” or 
the gift of the word of knowledge so as to have 
“all knowledge,” and the gift of faith to the 
extent “that I could remove mountains.” 
BUT, ‘IF I HAVE NOT LOVE, I AM NO- 
THING” (1 Cor. 13:1 NKJ). 

This “love” is, of course, AGAPE LOVE — 
Divine Love, such as motivated by God Him- 
self. In the words of John 3:16, to “so love the 
world that He gave His only begotten Son 
...”. Its characteristics are described in ver- 
ses 4-7 of 1 Corinthians 13 and should be 
carefully studied. 

All about us in these times are examples of 
“Spirit-filled” believers who break fellow- 
ship with each other, feud, hold bitterness 
and hostilities toward one another and are 
unforgiving in spirit. This is often why some 
people can’t last long in any fellowship or 
church relationship. They “lose face” or get 
to know the faults of others and can’t handle 
it. Such people need to get on this ‘HIGHER 
PATH” of love where they “hardly even notice 
when others do it wrong” (1 Cor. 13:5 LB). 

LOVE is the most endearing virtue of life. 
All ministry gifts of the Spirit will cease with 
the coming of the Lord and our entrance into 
heaven (vs. 8-12), but ‘LOVE GOES ON FOR- 
EVER” cvs. 8 LB). 

God help us to ‘PURSUE LOVE” (1 Cor. 
14:1 NKJ), to “LET LOVE BE YOUR (our) 
GREATEST AIM” (LB), while we “desire 
spiritual gifts.” 


played in Fresno, Brad took several of his 
youth to pass out tracts after the concert. The 
tract they printed began by saying, “Now that 


the concert is over. . .” It offered words about 
substance, words about reality, words about 
Jesus 


I have said it before, and I say it again: If 
we, the Church of Jesus Christ, do not inter- 
cede and penetrate, we will lose this genera- 
tion. What is your strategy? 
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By Dr. Charles Hollis 
Pastor 
Moline, Illinois 


open your Bible 


inside our Foursquare family 


Headquarters 
Ministries: 
L.I.F.E. Bible College 
Fully Accredited 


L.I.F.E. Bible College at Los 
Angeles, Ca. was recently granted 
fully accredited status by the 
American Association of Bible 
Colleges. The accreditation process 
at L.I.F.E. began over a decade ago, 
and has involved intense self-study 
and development in the College, the 
entire faculty and administration 
being completely involved. Dr. Jack 
W. Hayford, College President, 
shares, “Our gratification with this 
point of academic recognition is 
exceeded only by our commitment 
to increase the quality of our 
program, while expanding our 
involvement in spiritual pursuits of 
service as a school emphasizing 
Spirit-filled, Bible-centered 
ministry.” 


Community Congern: 
- South Central Youth 
Minister in Mexico 
4» Agroup of sixteen young people 
wi. and sponsors from the South Central 
p District, led by Ken Wold, District 
Youth Minister, traveled to 
Monterrey, Mexico to minister to the 
<tq Christians there in a tangible way. 
While in Monterrey, the group 
_§— painted a church and office, did 
yard work, helped to raise a roof and 
laid aconcrete floor in anew church. 
In addition, they ministered in the 
services through songs and 
testimonies. It was an invaluable 
week for the young people as their 
hearts were deeply touched by the 
mm graciousness and love of the 
Mexican believers, as well as the 
. Humberto Paz family, Foursquare 
missionaries in Monterrey. 


A Willing Vessel 
At Fourteen 

The poem below was written by 
Anthony Juliana, a 14 year old from 
Clinton, N.J., who is using the talent 
God has blessed him with to share 
the love of Christ and the Word of 
God. In addition to poetry and many 
other activities, Anthony writes and 
mails out to iriterested teens a 
monthly newsletter entitled “The 
Fight” (I Timothy 6:12), a ministry 
which began in May, 1980. He has 
discovered that a willing vessel, no 
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Anthony Juliana 


matter how young or old, can be 
mightily used of God. “Let no man 
despise thy youth; but be thou an 
example of the believers, in word, in 
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in 
faith, in purity” (1 Timothy 4:12). 

“| STILL LOVE YOU!” 
“| know what you're going through; 
I've been through it too. | know 
you've got hurts; I’ve had those too. 
But | can guarantee it, my love will 
always be with you! 


“In all of your human weakness, 
don't forget, I’ve got the might. I'll be 
with you through the brightest day 
and darkest night. Without My love, 
in My Word you would not be able to 
trust. So you must accept, confess 
and believe Me, you must, you must, 
you must. 


“The love | give is the kind that is 
true, What’s best is that it’s totally for 
you. 


“My love is not cheap, it will help you 
up the high mountains and the 
steep. I’ve already showed my love 
to you, and will continue day by day 
to. 

“My grace is enough to see you 
through, it will show my deepest 
concern and love for you. | said I'd 
never leave or forsake you. That 
means my love will stay around too. 


“I told you | loved you. You may have 
a problem now, but there are ways 
out, and I'll show you how. I’m your 
way, your truth, and your life, too. 


“So, you see, | still love you!” 
Love always, JESUS 
—Anthony Juliana 


New Life USA 
Same Purpose and Ministry, 
Different Location 

New Life USA, a program to assist 
refugees in making transitions into 
the American society, has changed 
its location, and is now situated in 
Gresham, Or. (See March and 
September, 1980 issues of the 
ADVANCE for background 
information.) The site at Condon, Or. 
proved tc be too far for the 
supporting agencies with which 
New Life USA was working. As of 
October, 127 refugees have been 
sponsored by New Life USA and are 
living in Portland or have been 
reunited with relatives in various 
parts of the United States. The 
ministry is going on with the same 
purpose and intent... to rescue 
refugees from oppression and 
suffering and to help them become 
self-sufficient. 


Ath: ay say te ER Praag 


Christian Love Extended 
To ‘‘Boat People’ in 
Burnaby, B.C. 


a dim ey 


In response to the tragic events — 
surrounding the “Boat People” of } 


Southeastern Asia, the Kingsway — 
Foursquare Church of Burnaby, B.C, 


_has sponsored two refugee families. 


Sponsorship was done as a 
practical expression of Christian 
love. Members of the church have ~ 
given their time, money, and love to 
make the Phungs and the Daos feel 
at home. 
Three sisters — Lien Chi (age 25), 
Muoi Muoi (age 21), Ngoc Chau 
(age 16) — and their eight-year-old 
brother, Han, are the only members 
of the Phung family residing in : 
Canada. Their father is now living © 
under sponsorship in Sweden, but 
writes and phones his children 
frequently. Their mother has not 
been able to get out of Vietnam yet. 
The two oldest girls are working ang 
saving their resources in hopes of 
bringing their parents to Canada. - 
Han and Ngoc Chau attend public 
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The Daos are members of another 
family who await reunion with their 
loved ones. Trieu Chau (age 28) and 
his wife, Vin Ha (age 23), arrived in 
Canada with their father, Suc Ly, and 
youngest son, A Kien (age 4), in 
March of last year. They recently 
received word that their 10-year-old 
son and mother are safe and ; 
awaiting sponsorship. 

Both families are quickly learning 
English. They all attend church 
regularly and are beginning to 
experience and understand the 
basics of Christian faith. The 
Kingsway congregation is praying 
for and expecting miracles to be 
evident in and through these : 
people's lives. 
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Pastors occasionally collar me at conferences, 

troducing, ‘‘You need to talk to this man. He 
lieves the church will go through the tribula- 
on.” After asking the party two questions | have 
sually turned back to the pastor and said, ‘‘| 
ally don’t need to talk to him.” For in all cases 
e person has given the right answer to the 
uestions, ‘‘Do you believe the rapture could 
ke place any day?”’ and ‘‘Are you now looking 
r dnd ready for Christ’s coming?” Isn’t anyone 
ho answers those questions “Yes,” really a 
re-tribulation rapturist at heart? 


“Watchfulness and readiness are two condi- 
ons which the Bible emphasizes as believers’ 
sponsibilities relating to the second coming of 
hrist. Both presuppose imminency of that 
vent. If the second advent could not come at 
ny moment, then the often repeated commands 
watch and be ready for it are meaningless and 
uisleading. 

Meanwhile, champions of a mid- or post- 
ibulation rapture have been trying to seize the 
jitiative in an aggressive effort to convince Chris- 
ans concerning their position. Those who dis- 
gree, as Schuyler English cautioned, ‘‘must be 
areful not to brand” them as “heretics, or their 
octrine heresy. The Person and work of Christ 
re not involved in this matter.’ We are all mem- 


‘ontinued from page 12 goal to become a nurse 
id not put an end to her struggles. In 1966, 
he learned that she had cervical cancer and 
ive years ago she was diagnosed as having 
iabetes. But, with the assistance of doctors, 
ncouragement from her daughters, and the 
ealing touch of the Master’s hand, Mary has 
vercome both diseases. In addition, Mary 
as suffered two broken knees, three broken 
ibs, and in 1978, an arm so severely broken 
1at she was told she would never work 
gain. But obviously nothing could keep her 
rom the work she loved and the task the Lord 
esus had called her to. Six months later she 
as back at work, and hasn't stopped since. 
flary happily reports, “The doctors call me a 
yalking miracle!” 

In addition to fulfilling her nursing 
esponsibilities and various church acti- 
ities, Mary has been a volunteer with the 
ed Cross for nine years, worked for the Mi- 
rant Clinic for four years, collects used 
lothing to distribute to the needy, extends a 


bers of God’s family, maintaining the ‘unity of 
the Spirit’ while on the way to attaining “the 
unity of the faith” (Eph. 4:3, 13). On the other 
hand, we need not ignore the Biblical foundation 
for expectation of a pre-tribulation rapture. 

Some try to trace origin of this to the English 
preachers Darby and especially Irving, about 
1830. “They invented the pre-tribulation rap- 
ture,’’ is the charge. That is only true in the sense 
that Luther ‘‘invented”’ justification by faith, Cal- 
vin ‘‘invented’’ grace, Wesley “‘invented’’ holi- 
ness, and the Anabaptists ‘‘invented’’ im- 
mersion. What each did was to recover New 
Testament truths which had come to be ignored 
by the mainstream of the church. Furthermore, 
all that is known about Irving and about the 1830 
“nrophecy” by Margaret MacDonald, which al- 
legedly inspired him, comes to us from writers 
who are trying to put both down. No firsthand 
source documents either MacDonald’s ‘‘mes- 
sage’ or “‘interpretation’”’ of tongues nor Irving's 
movement. We have the same distorted picture 
of both that we would have a hundred years 
hence, if Jesus tarries, about Billy Graham if the 
only surviving literature were the criticisms of, 
say, Bob Jones, Sr. and Jr. Moreoever, Darby, the 
founder of the Plymouth Brethren, had no use for 
charismatic utterances. He got his truths from the 
Bible, as do most pre-tribulation rapturists. 

If Christ comes after the tribulation, we should 
be watching for the antichrist, and getting ready 
for the tribulation. Nowhere does the Bible ex- 
hort that kind of looking or living. Jesus did 
not say, ‘Surely | come quickly, but antichrist 
comes first.” In the light of Matthew 25:13, | 
must agree with what | heard Jerry Cook say, 
“You can stick around for the tribulation if you 
want to, but I’m leaving at the first exit!’’ 


hand to other senior citizens by taking them 
to lunch or on a trip, serves as an interpreter 
for the Spanish-speaking patients of the 
hospital, and has served as a teen counselor. 
In addition, she has been involved as an offi- 
cer with the Colorado Federation of Licensed 
Practical Nurses since 1966 and has served 
as a Board Member on the Boulder Health 
and Welfare Department for two years. Mary 
loves to entertain and each year holds a 
Mexican Fiesta for all the employees of the 
hospital. She recently received an appoint- 
ment by Governor Richard Lamm to the 
Board of Directors for the Colorado Office of 
Voluntary Citizen Participation. 

Always thinking of her patients, this out- 
standing woman of God rarely goes to work 
empty-handed. At home she makes gifts by 
decorating cans with yarn, making colorful 
containers for pencils, cards or flowers. Mary 
shares, “I love people, like to have fun, enjoy 
life with friends, and } always take Jesus with 
me. He is my Friend!” 
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